
7 Voices fror $ePasc fukia Muhamrn ad
L Askia Muharnmad, have fallen far in rrry Jifedne. Once king of So'nghai/

'thebrgest emphein our continenCs historyl today I arn a broken man banished

ro an island in the Niger River. I wish rc te[[ my storyt that all may lrno,v of

our ernphe andrrry worktomake itgreac

Sonni Ati and gatly respected hirn. His use of horses and ships in warfare
was bri[lianr! He could also be sruel though. He would torture his captives and
use poison on arow tips to make deathmore painful for this enerie's.Howweq
rmder his leadership Timbuktu and )ennebe*ame our most important trading
ciries. Peaplewould come fronr near and far to buy our slaves and other goods.
He also qeateAa strong system of govemrnent and [aw.

When Sonni AIi dieldinr4gzlhis son benamethenew ruler. I could se*.that
the yormg man w;rs a pooi ruler and would harm out penple so ] seized control

from him. I am1 as are many in our landt a Muslim and worked to bring lslam
to rry pralple. Our system of law was r(m according rc Muslim principles. I
appointed Muslims ro governmenc positions and lled a tremendous Haii to

Makluh.
De^spiterrry efforrsr l must admit that I failed to make Songhai an lslamic

kingdom. Though the religion has grown in irnportancein citie,s, most people in
our Songhai Empire continue to follow their tribal religions. Howwer I did
have other successes for which I arn proud.

First I was able to org,anize and strengthen the governrnent so thatwe could
control our large empire.l establishel a systernof weights and measure.s fot use
by all penple in our [ands. The system of law thac I put into place has brought
otder and peac.e to our people. Our cicies have become grr*rrt centers of cultwe
and learning acracring Muslim scholars fto- fu*t^y lands. I have heard

from visitors rhat Songhai is spoken of as the grcate^st empire in a[[ of Afnca
and that I was lrnown in foreign lands as agrcatstatesm;rn.

Unfortrm atelyl rhough, I did not succeed in raising caring and re'spe*tful
children. ln r5z8 rrry rhree sons werthrew rne and cook control of the

Sovernment. I was banished from the land and taken to live on this island with
only my guards for company.
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Though my penple have been in this world

for hmdr"d" of years, our lands wsre sma[[
tmtil the rule of our wanior kin5, Sonni AIi.

N@r the death of Mali/s Mansa Musa in
r33h we^lan leaders followed and Sonni Ali
was able co conquer lnost of Mali/s land in
thelater4oo's.

I sewed as a govemor and ger'er.al for


